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GIPPING  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

MEDICAL -OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

. for  the 
YEAR  1956 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1956. 

Vital  Statistics:  The  estimated  population  remains  almost 
stationary.  The  Standardised  Birth  Rate  (17.57)  is  higher 
than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  (15. 7).  The  Infant  Mortality 
Rate  decreased. 

The  Registrar  General  has  supplied  a revised  Comparability 
Factor  for  calculating  the  Standardised  Death  Rate  and  this 
enables  the  necessary  adjustment  to  be  made  with  regard  to  the 
added  number  of  deaths  arising  in  the  Rural  District  as  a result 
of  the  presence  of  a Chronic  Sick  Hospital. 

Infectious  Diseases:  There  was  a widespread  epidemic  of  Measles 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  One  case  of  paralytic  Poliomyelitis 
and  two  cases  of  acute  Encephalitis  also  occurred. 

I should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  for  their  continued  support  and  encouragement 
during  the  year. 

I am  also  indebted  to  Mr.  Morgan,  and  the  two  District  Public 
Health  Inspectors,  and  Mr.  Adams  for  all  their  valuable 
assistance;  also  the  other  members  of  the  staff  who  have  been 
most  co-operative  at  all  times. 


I am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

• K.  M.  HARDING 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area 


78,464  acres 


Population  (Registrar  General's  Estimate)  19*220 
Inhabited,  houses  ...  ...  ...  6,271 


Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  £138,942 


Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

• • • 

£580 

BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total 

155 

152 

307 

Legitimate  ... 

148 

146 

294 

Illegitimate  ... 

7 

6 

13 

STILLBIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total 

3 

6 

9 

Legitimate  ... 

3 

5 

8 

Illegitimate  ... 

- 

1 

1 

LIVE  BIRTH  RATE 

Crude  birth  rate  per  1,000 

population. . . 

• • • 

15.97 

Comparability  factor. . 

• • • 

• • • 

• • ♦ 

1.10 

Standardised  birth  rate 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

17.57 

Birth  rate  England  and  Wales... 

• • • 

• • • 

i5.7 

Stillbirth  rate  (per  1,000 

total  live  and 

stillbirths) 

• • • 

• • • 

16.44 

Stillbirth  rate  England  and 

Wales 

• • • 

• • • 

23.0 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one 

year: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

^otal  ...  • • . 

* • • 

7 

2 

9 

Legitimate. . . ... 

• • • 

7 

2 

9 

Illegitimate.  ... 

• • • 

- 

- 

- 
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Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  "births  ...  29 .31 
Infant  mortality  rate  England  and  Wales  ...  23.8 


Causes  of  death  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 

Prematurity. . ...  ...  ... 

Congenital  Malformation  ...  ... 

Haemolytic  Disease  ...  ...  ... 

Accident  ...  ...  ...  ...  .. 


3 

4 
1 
1 


Deaths  of  i nfants  under  four  weeks  of  age 

Male  Female  Total 


Total 

Legitimate. . . 
Illegitimate. 


5 2 7 

5 2 7 


DEATHS 

All  causes  Total  281 

Male  1 53 
Female  128 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  of  population 

Comparability  factor..  ...  ... 

Standardised  death  rate  ...  ... 

Death  rate  England  and  Wales...  ... 


14.62 

0.76 

11.11 

11.7 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTICAL  TABLE  FOR  THE  PAST  SIX  YEARS 


: 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956  1 

Estimated  Population 

20,510 

19,120 

19,280 

19,41c 

19,310 

1 

0 1 

CM  1 
CM  1 

®V 

(J\ 

V 

Live  Births 

334 

311 

292 

341 

303 

307 

Crude  Birth  Rate 

16.3 

16.3 

15.1 

17.6 

15.69 

15.97 | 

Standardised  Birth  Rat 

e 17.6 

17.6 

16.3 

19.3 

17.26 

17.57 | 

Total  Infant  Deaths 
(under  one  year) 

9 

13 

3 

7 

11 

9 | 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 
per  1,000  live  births 

26.9 

•fr 

i • 

1 00 

1 

15.6 

20.3 

36.30 

29.31  | 

Total  Deaths 

230 

196 

254 

274 

263 

281  | 

Crude  death  rate  per 

1 ,000  population 

11.2 

10.3 

• 

f\3 

l 

14.2 

13.62 

14.62  j 

Standardised  Death  Rate  9.6 

8.9 

11.4 

12.3 

11.83 

11.11  1 
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PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OP  DEATH  DURING  PAST  SIX  YEARS 


1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956  j 

Diseases  of  Cardiac  and 
circulatory  systems  (incl- 
uding Cerebral  Haemorrhage) 

124 

100 

126 

163 

152 

177 

Cancer 

30 

22 

53 

44 

46 

46 

Diseases  of  Respiratory  syst 
(excluding  Tuberculosis) 

em 

21 

10 

22 

16 

•13 

12 

1 Suicide  and  other  violent 
causes 

11 

12 

10 

13 

14 

! Tuberculosis 

3 

4 

3 

nil 

1 

1 

CLASSIFIED  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (REGISTRAR  GENERAL ’ S FIGURES) 


M 

F 

Total 

1956 

Total 

1255 

1 . Tuberculosis  - respiratory 

- 

1 

1 

1 

2.  Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3.  Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5.  Malignant  neoplasm  - stomach 

4 

4 

8 

3 

6.  Malignant  neoplasm  - lung,  bronchus 

8 

3 

11 

10 

7.  Malignant  neoplasm  - breast 

- 

4 

4 

3 

8.  Malignant  neoplasm  - uterus 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

12 

11 

23 

30 

10.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

- 

•1 

1 

11.  Diabetes 

- 

1 

1 

3 

12.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18 

26 

4 4 

32 
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13*  Coronary  disease,  angina 

14.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

15.  Other  heart  disease 

16.  Other  circulatory  disease 

17.  Influenza 

18.  Pneumonia 

19.  Bronchitis 

20.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

21 . Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  duodenum 

22.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

23.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
24*  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

25.  Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 

26.  Congenital  malformations 

27.  Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

28.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

29.  All  other  accidents 

30.  Suicide 

Totals 


M P Total  Total 
■1956  1959 

21-16  37  31 

4 4 8 7 

44  35  79  69 

6 3 9 13 

13  4 2 

3 3 6 8 

4 1 5 4 

1 1 1 

2 

1-1  7 

3-3  1 

2 2 4 2 

10  7 17  19 

3-34 

3 3 6 8 

4 1 5 1 

153  128  281  263 


CANCER  DEATH  RATE 

Gipping  Rural  District  2.39  per  1,000  population 
East  Suffolk  County  2.06  " " ” 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS) 

PERIOD  DISTRIBUTION  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  - 1956. 


7 


AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  NOTIFIED  OASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  - 1956. 


NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  TOTALS  FOR  PAST  SIX  YEARS 


Disease 

! 1951 

1952  ; 

1953 

•1951+ 

1955 

1956  | 

Scarlet  Fever 

7 

34 

14 

14 

18 

5 [ 

Whooping  Cough 

| 173 

32 

26 

68 

49 

2 | 

Diphtheria 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Measles 

1 151 

144 

389 

6 

1 28 

104  | 

A cut  e e union!  a 

| 19 

9 

1 1 

- 

2 

- 

Meningc  j c-ccal  I nf  ec  t i on 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

Poliomyeli uis 

1 

3 

1 

5 

1 

1 j 

j Acute  Encephalitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 | 

| Dysentery 

: 21 

1 

2 

1 

- 

- 

! Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

| Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

j Smallpox 

- 

r 

- 

- 

- 

. Paratyphoid 

7 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

! Typhoid 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

! Food  Poisoning 

- 

3 

- 

6 

7 

- 

Erysipelas 

3 

3 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Malaria 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Infective  Hepatitis 

j 11 

20 

1 

8 

2 

- 

TUBERCULOSIS 
( 1 ) New  cases  notified; 

Pulmonary  (Lungs)  ...  ...  4 Males  nil  Female 

Nor-Pulmonary  (Glands,  hones 

joints  etc.)  ...  1 Male  3 Females 


-8- 


(2)  Ages  of  new  cases; 


Pulmonary:  Males  21;  29;  55; 

62.  Females 

nil 

Won-Pulmonary:  Males  26. 

Females 

2 ; 10;  41  • 

(3) 

Occupations  of  new 

cases: 

■R.A.F..  1 ; Pish  Merchant  1 ; Saddler  1 ; Engineer' 
School  1 ; Infant  1 ; Wot  known  2. 

s Fitter  1 ; 

(4) 

Inward  Transfers: 

Pulmonary: 

Males  4 . 

Females  2. 

(5) 

Cases  crossed  off 

register  as  recovered  during 

the  year: 

Pulmonary: 

Males  nil 

Females  2. 

Won-Pulmona ry : 

Males  5. 

Females  6. 

(6) 

Died  during  the  year: 

Pulmonary: 

Females  1 . 

(7) 

Outward  Transfers: 

Pulmonary: 

Males  3* 

(8) 

Cases  on  register 

at  end  of  year: 

Pulmonary: 

Males  43. 

Females  25* 

Won-Pulmonary : 

Males  1 1 . 

Females  16. 

(9) 

Wotification  rates: 

Pulmonary: 

Gipping  R.D. 

0.21  per  1,000  population 

East  Suffolk 

0.42  " " 

it 

Won-Pulmonary: 

Gipping  R.D. 

0.21  " " 

11 

East  Suffolk 

0.14  " " 

11 

Combined  Rate: 

Gipping  R.D. 

0.42  ” " 

tt 

East  Suffolk 

O.56  " " 

it 
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(10)  Statistics  for  past  six  years: 


1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

| Primary  Notifications 

21 

13 

13 

7 

7 

8 

| Transfers  In 

3 

4 

11 

5 

nil 

6 

: Notification  Rate  per 
1,000  population 

1 .02 

0 . 68 

0.67 

0.36 

0.36 

0.42 

j Deaths 

3 

4 

3 

nil 

1 

1 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
population 

0.15 

i 

1 o 

1 C\J 

i • 

1 o 

i 

0.15 

nil 

0.05 

0.05 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNI SAT ION 

Figures  for  diphtheria  immunisation  are  no  longer  available 
as  percentage  of'  children  in  the  area  hut  the  actual  figures  are 
as  follows.  (Figures  kindly  supplied  by  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health) . 

(1)  Number  of  Infants  receiving  primary 

immunisation  in  1956  ...  230 

(2)  Number  of  School  children  receiving 

primary  immunisation  in  1956  ...  19 

(3)  Number  of  children  receiving  boosters  in  1956  314 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  47  of  this  Act  during  the 

year. 

WELL  WATER  CYANOSIS 


Number  of  samples  taken 'in  1956 28 

Number  considered  safe 22 

u ” doubtful 4 

" " unsafe 2 


In  all  cases  where  the  supply  was  not  reported  as  safe  the 
persons  concerned  were  advised  where  they  could  obtain  an 
alternative  supply. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


( A ) Public  Supplies 

1.  Mains  water  supplied  to  this  district  by  other  Local 
Authorities  (Cosford  Rural  District,  Ipswich  County 
Borough  and  Thedwastre  Rural  District)  was  found  on 
bacteriological  examination  to  be  satisfactory. 

2.  Public  Bore  Wells:  All  of  the  samples  taken  from  these 
wells  were  satisfactory. 

3.  Public  Deep  Wells:  Three  samples  were  taken  and  all  were 
satisfactory. 

4.  Public  Shallow  Wells:  Samples  taken  indicate  the 
unreliability  of  these  sources  of  supply  but  with  the 
extension  of  the  mains  use  of  these  wells  is  gradually 
being  discontinued. 

(B)  Private  Supplies 

1.  Borewells:  11  borewells  were  sampled;  9 of  these  were 
satisfactory  and  2 unsatisfactory. 

2.  Deep  Wells:  9 samples  were  taken.  3 were  satisfactory, 

2 suspicious  and  four  unsatisfactory. 

3.  Shallow  Wells:  31  samples  were  taken.  11  of  these  were 
satisfactory  on  first  testing.  Three  were  suspicious,  8 
unsatisfactory  and  7 very  unsatisfactory.  Two  of  the 
unsatisfactory  group  were  subsequently  improved,  though 
they  did  not  become  completely  satisfactory.  Two  of  the 
very  unsa tisfactory  samples  were  taken  from  wells  polluted 
by  flood  water  and  the  owners  were  advised  to  use  the 
mains  available  in  the  parish. 

(C)  The  number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  from  public  mains 

is  given  below  according  to  parish  distribution. 


Parish 

Laid  on  to 

Taken  from 

properties 

standpipes 

Ashbocking 

20 

26 

Ashfield-curn-Thorpe 

40 

— 

Barham 

15 

13 

Barking 

78 

— 

Battisford 

72 

— 

Bramford 

372 

— 

Buxhall 

111 

— 

Combs 

126 

— 

Creeting  St.  Mary 

56 

26 
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Parish 

Laid  on  to 
properties 

Taken  from 
standpipes 

Crowfield 

39 

31 

Dehenham 

200 

54 

Framsden 

19 

— 

Gipping 

24 

- 

Gosheck 

26 

12 

Gt.  Bricett 

26 

16 

Gt.  Finhorough 

84 

3 

Harleston 

24 

- 

Haughley 

247 

34 

Hemingstone 

1 

3 

Henley 

10 

9 

Lt.  Blakenham 

10 

- 

Lt.  Finhorough 

5 

- 

Mickf ield 

17 

18 

Needham  Market 

366 

3 

Old  Newton 

138 

- 

Off ton 

49 

- 

Onehouse 

84 

- 

Pettaugh 

22 

24 

Ring shall 

66 

- 

She 11 and 

25 

- 

Somersham 

28 

— 

Stonham  Aspal 

66 

65 

Stonham  Earl 

10 

10 

Stonham  Parva 

48 

47 

Stowupland 

285 

- 

Wetherden 

1 1 1 

— 

Willi sham 

37 

— 

Winston 

37 

9 

Totals  2,994  403 


FOOD 

27  inspections  of  registered  food  premises  were  made 
during  the  year  hut  due  to  preoccupation  with  other  duties  no 
inspections  of  food  premises  for  the  purpose  of  re-registration 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  were  made  in  1956  and  no  new 
educational  activity  was  undertaken.  Statistics  relating  to 
registrations  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  are  as  follows: - 

Ice  Cream  - 40;  Sausages,  etc.  - 5>  Fish  frying  - 10. 

There  are  10  registered  dairies  in  the  area. 
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The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  district  are  as 
follows: - 


General  Stores  ...  67 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Bakers  & Confectioners  7 

Fishmongers  (inc.  Fish  & Chips).  10 

Greengrocers '.  1 

Dairies.  ...  ...  10 


Cafes  and  Restaurants 


10 


Licensed  Premises. . . 

♦ • • 

• • • 

60 

Works  Canteens 

• • • 

• • • 

4 

School  Canteens 

• <0  • 

• • • 

32 

Bacon  Factory.  ... 

• • • 

» • • 

1 

216 


Meat  inspection  statistics 

are  given 

below: - 

Cattle 

Sheep 

excluding 

Cows 

Calves 

and 

Pigs  ! 

Cows 

Lambs 

Number  killed  1,017 

189 

•50 

966 

-13,834! 

Number  inspected  1,017 

189 

50 

966 

13,8341 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  & Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned  3 

- 

- 

6 

9 | 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  1 55 

79 

2 

141 

4,981  | 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci  15*54 

41 .80 

4.00 

CM 

CM 

in 

36.01  I 

-13- 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs  | 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

2 

- 

- 

3 | 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
; condemned 

42 

9 

602  | 

Percentage  of  the  number 
j inspected  affected  v/ith 
| tuberculosis 

4.33 

5. 82 

, 

4.37 1 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
| part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

14 

. 

. 

Carcases  submitted  to 
j treatment  by  refrigeration  14 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Generalised  and 
! totally  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Freshly  slaughtered  meat  found  to  he  unsound  at  the  time  of 
inspection  is  stained  with  green  dye  end  collected  for  processing 
by  Messrs  S.F.B.  Go.  Ltd.,  Oulton  Broad.  Other  foods  are  deeply 
buried  in  the  Council’s  refuse  disposal  pit. 

The  only  item  of  food  (other  than  freshly  slaughtered  meat) 
found  to  be  unsound  during  the  year  was  a total  consignment  of 
13  lbs.  of  frozen  pigs'  kidneys  (imported  from  Denmark). 

BIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK 

By  agreement  with  the  East  Suffolk  County  Council,  Sanitary 
officers  of  the  County  Council  are  responsible  for  the  routine 
sampling  for  examination  of  all  milk  supplied  in  this  Rural 
District.  Restraint  notices  are,  of  course,  served  in  cases  where 
infection  is  found. 

Number  of  sample's  taken'  by  County  Council  ...  52 

Number  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli  ...  nil 
Number  found  to  contain  brucella  organisms  ...  3 


FOOD  POISONING 


No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  in  1956. 

HOUSING 

Summary  of  Housing  Activities 

Number  of  houses  inspected  386 

Number  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  65 

Number  rendered  fit  by  (a)  informal  action 16 

(b)  action  under  Public 

Health  Act. . . 2 

(c)  action  under  Housing 

iiC  t » » • “ 

Demolition  Orders  secured 2 

Dwellings  included  in  Clearance 

Areas  secured  

Dwellings  demolished  under 

Demolition  Orders 2 

Dwellings  demolished  under 

Clearance  Orders 

Dwellings  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made 2 

cases  of  Overcrowding  known 

to  exist  at  the  end  of  1956 16 

Housing  Act,  1949*  - Number  of  Improvement 

Grants  approved  36 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  Black,  Engineer  & Surveyor,  for 
the  following  two  reports: - 


Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 


■During  the  year  under  review  the  Housing  Statistics  for  the 
Rural  District  were  as  follows: - 


(a)  Council  Houses. 

Completed  34 

Under  construction  10 

. . . Total  completed  (post-war)  522 

(b)  Private  -Houses  (Permanent) 

Completed  27 

Under  construction  21 

Total  completed  (post-war)  221 
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( c)  Private  Houses  (Temporary) . 


Completed 

nil 

Under  construction 

nil 

Total  completed  (post-war) 

26 

Grand  total  of  Housing  Units  completed  in  the  post-war 
period  to  31st  December,  1936,  is  therefore  769* 


DRAIN-AGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  year  1956  saw  the  completion,  in  January,  of  the 
first  compr ehensiVe  and  modern  sewage  disposal  works  in  the 
Rural  District  - at  Debenham,  followed  later  in  the  year  by  the 
modernisation  of  the  Haughley  Works  and  the  completion  of  the 
part-parish  scheme  at  Stowupland. 

Good  progress  was  made  in  the  sewer  laying  at  Needham 
Market  but  non-availability  of  machinery  caused  considerable 
delay  in  the  completion  of  the  scheme  as  a whole. 

The  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows: - 


Completed 

Whole  parish  scheme  ... 

Modernisation  of  works... 
Part-parish  scheme.  ... 

In  Progress 

Whole  parish  scheme  ... 

Contemplated 

Additional  sewers..  ... 

Whole  parish  scheme 
Whole  parish  scheme  ... 

Whole  parish  scheme  ... 

FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  AND  1948. 


. . . Debenham. 

. . . Haughley. 

. ..  Stowupland. 

. ..  Needham  Market. 

. ..  Stowupland. 

. ..  Bramford. 

. . . Claydon  &c . 

. ..  Stonham  Aspal. 


Number  of  factories  with  mechanical  power  ... 

Number  of  factories  without  mechanical  power. 

Other  premises  - electrical  station  and  building 

sites  . 


Number  of  inspections  made. 
Number  of  defects  found  . . . 


oOo 


69 

8 

8 

26 

1 
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